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Welcome 
A warm welcome to Wangaratta High School and a fabulous new phase in your educational 
experience. 

Our aim is to provide all students with the maximum opportunity for personal and academic 
growth in a supportive environment that will meet the particular learning needs of 
individuals. We have adopted an individualised pathways program approach, which offers a 
broad range of program options.  

The key to success is making sensible and informed choices. We place a strong emphasis on 
individual program development and course selection support. Our staff make the time to 
work with students and their families to undertake extensive pathway development and 
course selection. Please ensure that you take advantage of these services.  

Our Vision 
Our vision at Wangaratta High School is to empower 
all students to grow academically, socially and 
emotionally through providing an outstanding   
learning environment built on high expectations  
for success that will enable all students, with  
support, to experience quality teaching within a 
positive climate for learning. Our graduates will  
be independent, lifelong learners who are  
equipped to make a positive impact on the  
world around them. 

Our Narrative 
At Wangaratta High School we place each child 
at the centre of our thinking. Our focus is to  
ensure that every child becomes a confident,  
curious, creative and an independent thinker  
and learner, who is able to achieve their  
personal best. 

We model and nurture respectful relationships to create a positive environment in which 
every child can thrive. 

Our school is engaging, inclusive and innovative learning community based on the principles 
of quality learning. Our highly skilled teachers design and activate a broad range of 
programs to engage and challenge, excite and inspire every young person to pursue their 
unique pathway. Through structed and flexible learning opportunities, we empower 
students to explore and negotiate their learning so that they can make a difference in their 
school, local and global communities.  

OUR MANTRA: 
Learning Matters 

Relationships Matter 
I Matter 

OUR CORE VALUES: 
Ready to Learn 
Personal Best 

Respectful 
Safe 



 
4 

 

   
  

  

Key Personnel 

 

Executive Principal 
Mr Dave Armstrong 

 

Senior Years Leader 
Ms Lesley Forman 

    

 

Assistant Principal – 
Excellence in Teaching and 
Learning 
Mr Jay Weston 

 
Transition Pathways Leader 
Mrs Libby Walters 

    

 

Assistant Principal –  
Positive Climate for 
Learning 
Mr John Paola  

Careers Practitioner / 
Pathways / Transitions 
Mrs Catherine West 

    
Year Level Coordinators 

Year 10 Ms Karen Mascas  

Year 11 Mr Jud Mullins  

Year 12 Ms Meg Whatley Ms Gemma Hunter 

   

Learning Area Leaders 
English Ms Elly Gales 

Health & Physical Education Ms Zelda Yeates 

Humanities Ms Meryl Herman 

Languages Ms Andrea Belci 

Mathematics Ms Ricki Ryan 

Performing Arts Mr Scott Solimo 

Science Ms Rheanna Lang 

Technology Ms Gayle O’Keefe 

Visual Arts Mr Shane Castricum 

VCAL Ms Michelle Wilson 
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Key Information 
VCE  Victorian Certificate of Education 

VCE VM Victorian Certificate of Education Vocational Major 

VET Vocational Education Training 

VPC Victorian Pathways Certificate 

SBAT School Based Apprenticeships & Traineeships 

SWL Structured Workplace Learning 

 

For further support, please refer to previous page for the appropriate person.  

 

 

Term Dates for 2023 
 Term Dates 

Term 1 30 January 2023 to 6 April 2023 

Term 2 24 April 2023 to 23 June 2023 

Term 3 10 July 2023 to 15 September 2023 

Term 4 2 October 2023 to 20 December 2023 
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VCE / VCE VM / VET Offerings 
English 

Units 1 & 2 
Mathematics 
Units 1 & 2 

Science 
Units 1 & 2 

Humanities 
Units 1 & 2 

Foundation English 
 

English 
 

Literature 
 

English Language 

Foundation Maths 
 

General Maths 
 

Math Methods 
 

Specialist Maths 

Biology 
 

Chemistry 
 

Physics 
 

Psychology 

Business Management 
 

Legal Studies 
 

Ancient History 
 

Geography 
VCEVM Work Related 

Skills 
    

English 
Units 3 & 4 

Mathematics 
Units 3 & 4 

Science 
Units 3 & 4 

Humanities 
Units 3 & 4 

English 
 

English Language 
 

VCAL Literacy 

Foundation Maths 
 

General Maths 
 

Math Methods 
 

Specialist Maths 

Biology 
 

Chemistry 
 

Physics 
 

Psychology 

Business Management   

Legal Studies 
 

Ancient History 
 

VCAL Work Related Skills 
    

Languages  
Units 1 & 2 

Arts/Performing Arts 
Units 1 & 2 

Health/PE 
Units 1 & 2 

Technology 
Units 1 & 2 

Italian Art Creative Practice 
 

Visual Communication 
 

Media Studies 
 

Music  
 

Drama 

Physical Education 
 

Health & Human 
Development 

 

Outdoor Education 
 

VCEVM Personal 
Development 

Product Design & 
Technology Wood or 

Textiles 
 

Food Studies 
 

Systems Engineering 

    

Languages  
Units 3 & 4 

Arts/Performing Arts 
Units 3 & 4 

Health/PE 
Units 3 & 4 

Technology 
Units 3 & 4 

Italian Art Creative Practice 
 

Visual Communication 
 

Media Studies 
 

Music  
 

Drama 

Physical Education 
 

Health & Human 
Development 

 

Outdoor Education 
 

VCAL Personal 
Development 

Product Design & 
Technology Wood or 

Textiles 
Food Studies 

Systems Engineering 

 

    

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and Vocational Education & Training (VET)  
 

Community 
Services 

Business  Music Industry 
(Performance & Sound 

Production) 

Sport & Recreation 

 
Hospitality 

   

    

 



 
7 

 

   
  

  

Pathways – Planning your Future 
Set your goals and plan ahead: 
You will make the best educational opportunities if you set goals and plan for your future.  
 
Start planning for your future by exploring your options: Ask yourself…Who am I? Explore 
your abilities, talents, and interests. Be generous to yourself – do not sell yourself short. 
 

What sort of careers are available? 
Explore a wide range of career options. Include some you might not automatically think 
about and find out about some you have never heard of.  
 

What do I need to know about Further Education & Training? 
Develop an understanding of the requirements of further training, such as Traineeships, 
Apprenticeships, TAFE courses and University courses.  
 

How can the programs at school help?  
You need to develop an understanding of all programs offered at WHS, in particular your 
senior years at the school. Find out about the programs offered such as VCE, VCE VM, VPC & 
VET which can assist you to match your career goals with an appropriate program. Ask 
yourself, and find out… 
 

• Do I need a full VCE? 

• Do I need a VCE VM Certificate? 

• Do I need a VET Certificate? 

• Do I need high grades? 

• Which subjects do I need? 

• What work experience would be beneficial?  
 
While this sometimes can be a difficult process, there are many resources available to 
ensure a successful outcome. 
 

Friends Your friends often have different abilities, interests and motivation 
from yours. 

Teachers Don’t select a subject because your favourite teacher may be 
teaching it. Teachers are often given other classes or change 
schools. Choose for you! 

Rumours: It is pointless to study a subject you are not interested in, or not 
good at, because of rumours about jobs or marks. 

‘Easy’ Subjects: None of the subjects you will be able to select from are ‘easy’ 
subjects. Your success in any subject depends on your 
commitment and enthusiasm. 

‘Boy/Girl’ Subjects: There are no separate subjects for boys or girls. If you are good at 
or interested in a subject, then it is for you!  
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Senior Certificates 
In the Senior Years you will build on what you have learnt and explore the wide range of 
pathways that we make available to you at Wangaratta High School. 
 
The key qualifications we enable students to attain are: 
 

• The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE): with an Australian Tertiary Admission 
Rank (ATAR) score; can lead to further education at a university or Technical and 
Further Education (TAFE) or work. 

 

 
 Minimum of 16 units at unit 1/2 and 3/4 level, over 2 years. 

This must include: 

• 3 units a VCE English, including a unit 3 and 4 sequence. 

• 3 other unit 3 and 4 sequences. 

Students complete the GAT and end of year exams and receive an ATAR. 

Students may choose to do a VCE/VET, SBAT and may accelerate into a Unit 1/2 in 

Year 10. 

Completion of the VCE provides students with a certificate at Australian 
Qualifications Framework Level 2-3. 
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• The Victorian Certificate of Education Vocational Major (VCE VM): The VCE 
Vocational Major is a new vocational and applied learning program that sits within 
the VCE. It is four new subjects that have been added to the VCE that will make up 
the core of your program.  It takes what is called an ‘Applied Learning approach”.  
Applied learning involves students engaging in relevant and authentic learning 
experiences. The VCE Vocational Major will prepare students to move successfully 
into apprenticeships, traineeships, further education and training, university through 
alternative entry programs or directly into the workforce.   
 

 

 Minimum of 16 units at unit 1/2 and 3/4 level, over 2 years. 

This must include: 

• 3 units VCE VM Literacy (or equivalent), including a unit 3 and 4 sequence. 

• 3 other unit 3 and 4 sequences. 

Across the 2 years, students must have: 

• 2 units of Numeracy (or equivalent). 

• 2 units of Personal Development Skills (PDS). 

• 2 units of Work Related Skills (WRS). 

• 180 hours of VET (2 units). 

The remaining units can come from other VCE or VET units. It can include 
structured work placement. 

There are no external examinations for the VCE VM studies and therefore students 
do not receive a study score and are not eligible to receive an ATAR. 

Completion of the VCE provides students with a certificate at Australian 

Qualifications Framework Level 2-3. 
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• The Victorian Pathway Certificate (VPC): The VPC is a stand alone certificate for 

Students in Years 11 and 12 who cannot participate in the VCE (including the VCE 

VM) for a number of reasons. 

e.g., They have missed significant periods of school prior in earlier years, vulnerable 

students at risk of disengaging from their education, students with additional needs. 

 

The VPC will not be suitable for all students and will be offered to students on an as-

needs basis.  Pathway entry level VET or employment. 

• Vocational Education & Training (VET): subjects are very versatile; while they allow 
students interested in vocational subjects like Engineering, Hospitality and 
Automotive to gain credit in a future apprenticeship or tertiary course. They also 
count towards VCE VM, as a VCE subject and can contribute towards an ATAR score. 
The majority of VET programs need to be taken as a two-year sequence. 

 

• School Based Apprenticeships & Traineeships (SBAT): allow students to undertake a 
part time Apprenticeship at the same time as being enrolled in school and working 
towards attaining a VCE or VCE VM qualification. 

 

• Structured Workplace Learning (SWL): provides students with the opportunity to 
integrate practical on-the-job experience and learnings in industry with nationally 
recognised Vocational Education and Training (VET).  

 
Students in Year 10 may apply to accelerate into a unit 1/2 VCE, VET, SBAT and /or SWL. 
 
The actual running of classes is dependent on student pathway choices. Where a subject 
does not attract enough student enrolments to be considered viable, it may not run. 
 
Study designs with full details of all courses are available on the VCAA website.  
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/Pages/vce-study-
designs.aspx 
 
University Enhancement Studies & Higher Education Studies 
Information available online from individual universities for students in Year 12, or CHES. 
Please see Mrs Walters, Ms Forman, Ms Whatley or Ms Hunter for further information.  

 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/Pages/vce-study-designs.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/Pages/vce-study-designs.aspx
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English 

Foundation English Units 1 & 2 

Designed for students who may require a more vocationally focused approach to English or 
may be aiming to directly enter the workforce upon completing their post-compulsory 
secondary studies. 
 
Provides support for students who need additional time and assistance to strengthen and 
refine their literacy skills to continue their English study in Year 12 in one of the following 
pathways; a) Intermediate/Senior VCAL Literacy, b) Unit 3 & 4 VCE English or c) Enter the 
workforce at the end of Year 11.  
 

English 
English focuses on how English language is used to create meaning in written, spoken and 
multimodal text of varying complexity.  
 

 Unit 1 Unit 2 

• Creative writing in response to a 
multiple mentor texts. 

• Personal Analytical essay in 
response to a text. 

• Analytical essay writing in 
response to a text. 

• Analysing argument in a recent 
media. 

• Presenting an argument on a 
recent media issue in an oral 
presentation. 
 

2
0

2
3

 Y
EA

R
 1

2
 

Unit 3 Unit 4 

• Creative writing in a response to 
a text. 

• Analytical essay writing in a 
response to a text. 

• Analysing an argument in a 
recent media text.  

 

• Presenting argument on a recent 
media issue in an oral 
presentation. 

• Analytical essay writing 
comparing two texts with 
common ideas and themes.  

2
0

2
4

 Y
EA

R
 1

2
 

Unit 3 Unit 4 

• Creative and reflective writing in 
a response to texts. 

• Analytical essay writing in a 
response to a text. 
 

 

• Presenting argument on a recent 
media issue in an oral 
presentation. 

• Analytical essay writing. 

• Analysing an argument in a 
recent media text. 
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Units 3 & 4 Assessment 

Each outcome is assessed on participation in the learning activities and the satisfactory 
completion of school assessed coursework. 
 

Unit 3 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

The final three-hour examination consists of three essays; 

Analytical Text Response, b) Analysis Argument, and c) Analytical Comparison 

of texts 

50% 
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English Language 
*This course will only run if numbers permit. 

 

English Language explores the ways in which language is used by individuals and groups and 
reflects our thinking and values.  
 

Unit 1 
Language & Communication 

Unit 2 
Language Change 

• Nature and function of language. 

• Sub-systems of language. 

• Modes of language. 

• Influence of context. 

• Language acquisition. 
 

• Development and global spread of 
the English Language. 

• English as a Polycentric language. 

• The future of English Language. 
 

Unit 3 
Language Variation & Social Purpose 

Unit 4 
Language Variation & Identity 

• Stylistic features of the English 
language in contemporary Australian 
social settings, on the continuum or 
formality. 
 

• The role of language as a 
construction and reflection of 
individual and group identity.   

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment 

Unit 3 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

Final Year Exam – 3 Hours 50% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Linguistics or Languages, Speech Pathology, Sciences, Arts.  
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English Literature 
*This course will only run if numbers permit. 

 
Literature focuses on the meaning derived from texts, the relationship between texts, the 
contexts in which texts are produced and read, and the experiences the reader brings to the 
texts. 
 

Unit 1 
Approaches to Literature 

Unit 2 
Context and Connections 

• Features and conventions of a range 
of literary forms and styles. 

• Key terms, concepts and practices 
required for further studies in 
literature. 

• Awareness of how the views and 
values that readers hold may 
influence the reading of the text. 

• Exploration of ways our own culture 
and the cultures represented in 
texts influence our interpretations 
and shape meanings. 

• Close reading of and analytical 
response to texts. 

• Analysis of the similarities and 
differences across texts and 
connections between them.  
 

Unit 3 
For and Transformation 

Unit 4 
Interpreting Texts 

• Adaptions & Transformations - The 
extent to which meaning changes 
when a text is adapted to a different 
form.  

• Creative Responses to a Text – 
Respond creatively to a text and 
comment on the connections 
between the text and the response. 
 

• Literary Perspectives – Produce an 
interpretation of a text using 
different literary perspectives to 
inform their view. 

• Close Analysis – Analyse features of 
texts and develop and justify 
interpretations of texts.    

  

Units 3 & 4 Assessment 

Unit 3 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

Final Year Exam – 2 Hours 50% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Arts, Journalism, Politics, Law.  
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Mathematics  
Mathematics is the study of function and pattern in number, logic, space and structure, and 
of randomness, chance, variability, and uncertainty in data and events. It is both a 
framework for thinking and a means of symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, 
concise and precise. Mathematics also provides a means by which people can understand 
and manage human and natural aspects of the world and interrelationships between these. 
Essential mathematical activities include conjecturing, hypothesising and problem-posing; 
estimating, calculating, computing and constructing; abstracting, proving, refuting and 
inferring; applying, investigating, modelling and problem-solving. The study is made up of 
the following units: 
 

• Foundation Mathematics Units 1–4 

• General Mathematics Units 1–4 

• Mathematical Methods Units 1–4 

• Specialist Mathematics Units 1–4 
 
Each unit covers specific content contained in areas of study and is designed to enable 
students to achieve a set of outcomes for that unit. Each outcome is described in terms of 
key knowledge and key skills.  
 
The areas of study from which content is drawn as applicable to each unit are: Algebra, 
number and structure; Calculus; Data analysis, probability and statistics; Discrete 
Mathematics; Functions, relations and graphs; and Space and measurement. 
 
Units 1–4 have been developed as a sequence, with Units 1 and 2 covering assumed key 
knowledge and key skills as preparation for Units 3 and 4. 
 

Foundation Mathematics Units 1 – 4  
Provides for the continuing mathematical development of students with respect to 
problems encountered in practical contexts in everyday life at home, in the community, at 
work and in study. 
 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework (SAC) 1 – Mathematical investigation 1 20% 

Unit 3 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 2 – Mathematical investigation 2 20% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 3 - Mathematical investigation 3 20% 

VCE Examination 40% 
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General Mathematics Units 1 – 4  
Provide for the study of non-calculus and discrete mathematics topics. They are designed to 
be widely accessible and provide preparation for general employment, business or further 
study, in particular where data analysis, recursion and financial modelling, networks and 
matrices are important. Students who have done only Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 
will have had access to assumed key knowledge and key skills for General Mathematics 
Units 3 and 4 but may also need to undertake some supplementary study. 
 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment (General Mathematics) 

Unit 3  School Assessed Coursework (SAC) 1 – Analysis Task 40%  

34% 

Unit 3 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 2 – Problem solving / 

Modelling 20% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 3 – Problem solving / 

Modelling 20% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 4 – Problem solving / 

Modelling 20% 

VCE Examination 1 (end of year) – Multiple Choice 33% 

VCE Examination 2 (end of year) – Extended Response 33% 

 

Mathematical Methods Units 1–4 
Provides for the study of simple elementary functions, transformations and combinations of 
these functions, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics, and their applications in a 
variety of practical and theoretical contexts. They also provide background for further study 
in, for example, science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), humanities, 
economics and medicine. 
 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment (Mathematical Methods) 

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) – Application Task 20% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 1 – Problem solving / 
Modelling Task 

10% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 2 – Problem solving / 
Modelling Task 

10% 

VCE Examination 1 20% 

VCE Examination 2 40% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
17 

 

   
  

  

Specialist Mathematics Units 1–4 
Provides for the study of various mathematical structures, reasoning and proof. The areas of 
study in Units 3 and 4 extend content from Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 to include 
rational and other quotient functions as well as other advanced mathematics topics such as 
logic and proof, complex numbers, vectors, differential equations, kinematics, and statistical 
inference. They also provide background for advanced studies in mathematics and other 
STEM fields. Study of Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes concurrent study or 
previous completion of Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. 
 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment (Specialist Mathematics) 

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) – Application Task 20% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 1 – Problem solving / 

Modelling Task 

10% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 2 – Problem solving / 

Modelling Task 

10% 

VCE Examination 1 (end of year)   20% 

VCE Examination 2 (end of year)  40% 

 
 

Mathematics Pathways  
Units 1 and 2 Units 3 and 4 

Foundation Mathematics Foundation Mathematics 
 

General Mathematics General Mathematics or Foundation 
Mathematics 

 

General Mathematics and Mathematical 
Methods 

General Mathematics and/or Mathematical 
Methods 

 

Mathematical Methods General Mathematics and/or Mathematical 
Methods 

 

Mathematical Methods and Specialist 
Mathematics 

Mathematical Methods and Specialist 
Mathematics 

 

Mathematical Methods and Specialist 
Mathematics 

General Mathematics and/or Mathematical 
Methods and Specialist Mathematics 

 

 
Note: Specialist Mathematics is normally taken with Mathematical Methods.  
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Humanities 
All Humanities subjects help students to develop a broad set of knowledge and skills – 
particularly investigative and communication skills – that are used in the modern workplace. 
Humanities subjects are highly complementary to other VCE and VET subjects such as 
English, the Sciences, the Arts and Performing Arts, Design and Technology, Health and 
Human Development, and Digital Media. There are no prerequisite requirements for Unit 3 
subjects. 
 

Ancient History 
The study of VCE History helps students to understand themselves, others and their world, 
and broadens their perspective by examining people, groups, events, ideas and movements. 
Through studying VCE History, students develop social, political, economic and cultural 
understanding. They also explore continuity and change: the world is not as it has always 
been, and it will be subject to change in the future. In this sense, history is relevant to 
contemporary issues. The study of history fosters the ability to ask searching questions, to 
engage in independent research, and to construct arguments about the past based on 
evidence. 
 
This study is made up of four units: 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

• Ancient Mesopotamia.  • Ancient Egypt (Old Kingdom to 
Second Intermediate Period). 
 

Unit 3 Unit 4 

• Ancient Egypt (New Kingdom). • Ancient Rome. 
 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment (Ancient History) 

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

VCE Examination (2 hours) 50% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Gallery/Museum Guide, Tourism Guide, Library Assistant, Law Clerk, Criminologist, Librarian, 
Conservator, Archaeologist, Solicitor, Parliamentarian, Policy Analyst, Historian, Journalist, 
Editor, Teacher, Scrum Master.  
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Business Management 
In studying VCE Business Management, students develop knowledge and skills that enhance 
their confidence and ability to participate effectively as socially responsible and ethical 
members, managers and leaders of the business community, and as informed citizens, 
consumers and investors. The study of Business Management leads to opportunities across 
all facets of the business and management field such as small business owner, project 
manager, human resource manager, operations manager or executive manager.  
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

• Planning a business. • Establishing a business. 
 

Unit 3 Unit 4 

• Managing a business. • Transforming a business. 
 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment (Business Management) 

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

VCE Examination (2 hours) 50% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Clerk, Telemarketer, Lending Consultant, Office Management, Hotel/Motel Manager, 
Human Resources, Market Research Analyst, Marketing, Financial Analysis, Actuary, 
Accountant, Public Relations and Event Management, Scrum Master, Product Owner.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
20 

 

   
  

  

Legal Studies 
The study of VCE Legal Studies enables students to become active and informed citizens by 
providing them with valuable insights into their relationship with the law and legal system. 
They development knowledge and skills that enhance their confidence and ability to access 
and participate in the legal system. Students come to appreciate how legal systems and 
processes aim to achieve social cohesion, and how they themselves can create positive 
changes to laws and the legal system. VCE Legal Studies equips students with the ability to 
research and analyse legal information and apply legal reasoning and decision-making skills 
and fosters critical thinking to solve legal problems. Further study in the legal study in the 
legal field can lead to a broad range of career opportunities such as lawyer, paralegal, legal 
secretary and careers in the courtroom.  
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

• Guilt and liability. • Sanctions, remedies and rights.  
 

Unit 3 Unit 4 

• Rights and justice. • The people and the law.  
 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment (Legal Studies) 

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

VCE Examination (2 hours) 50% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Solicitor, Paralegal, Legal Secretary, Clerk, Barrister, Judge, Conveyancer, Court Reporter, 
Court Interpreter, Police, Corrections Officer, Military Police, Journalist, Teacher, Legal 
Analysis, Scrum Master.  
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VCE/VET Business 
This subject offers students the opportunity to learn about business operations and explore 
specific contexts of work. Students will develop a range of broad-based business skills that 
are applicable to almost all industries, including some of the most common digital 
technologies and applications used across business environments. Students will develop the 
required knowledge and skills to underpin their individual performance once they are in a 
workplace setting.  
 
Students can gain the following certification: 
 
Certificate II in Business and Certificate III in Business. 

This VET course also offers VCE accreditation. Note: The Units 3 & 4 sequences of VCE VET 
Business are not designed as stand-alone studies. Students are strongly advised against 
undertaking the Units 3 & 4 sequences without first completing Units 1 & 2. 
 
To achieve the following; 

• Certificate II in Business (BSB20115): Students must achieve nine units of 
competency. 

• Certificate III in Business (BSB30115): Students must achieve twelve units of 
competency. 

 
Units of competency studied can include: 

• Workplace health and safety. 

• Creating and maintaining 
workplace communication.  

• Delivering services to customers. 

• Processing digital texts. 

• Environmentally sustainable 
work practices. 

• Working effectively with others. 

• Organising and completing work 
activities. 

• Using business technology. 

• Creating and maintaining 
financial records. 

• Maintaining business resources. 

• Managing customer complaints. 

• Supporting operational plans. 

• Continuous improvement 
systems. 

• Promoting innovation in a 
business. 

• Creating business presentations.  

 
If a student wants a VCE scored assessment, they must complete the following as part of 
their BSB30115 Certificate: 
 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment (VCE/VET Business) 

3 coursework tasks 66% 

VCE Examination (1.5 hours) 34% 

 

Where might this course lead?  

The Certificate II in Business is a pathway to a variety of TAFE courses including: 

• Certificate III in Business Administration (BSB30115) 

• Certificate III in Business Administration (Education) (BSB30915) 
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VCE/VET Community Services 
This subject offers students the opportunity to learn about the community services sector 
and explore specific contexts of work. Students will explore topics relating to helping other 
in need e.g., children, the elderly, people with a disability or mental health issues. Students 
who complete Units 1-4 will gain nationally recognised entry level training in the Community 
Services industry and be awarded a Certificate II in Community Services (CHC22015). 
Students have the possibility of some units being transferable to future courses and 
qualifications such as disability services, aged care, childcare, and other social services. 
 
Skills are developed in Communication, working with diversity, workplace health and safety, 
administration support, and responding to clients. Students can gain the following 
certification: 
 
Certificate II in Community Services and Certificate III in Community Services. 

This VET course also offers VCE accreditation. Note: The Units 3 & 4 sequences of VCE VET 
Community Services are not designed as stand-alone studies. Students are strongly advised 
against undertaking the Units 3 & 4 sequences without first completing Units 1 & 2. 
 
To achieve the following; 

• Certificate II in Community Services (CHC22015): Students must achieve nine units 
of competency. 

• Certificate III in Community Services (CHC32015): Students must achieve twelve 
units of competency. 

 
Units of competency studied in each VCE VET unit include: 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

• Organise and complete daily work 
activities. 

• Interact effectively with others. 

• Work with diverse people. 

• Use strategies to respond to routine 
workplace problems. 

• Provide First Aid.  

• Participate in workplace health and 
safety.  

• Communicate and work in Health or 
Community Services. 

• Provide first point of contact. 

• Manage personal stress in the 
workplace.  
 

Unit 3 Unit 4 

• Respond to client needs. 

• Work within a Community 
development framework.  
 

• Implement participation and 
engagement strategies.   

 

If a student wants a VCE scored assessment, they must complete the following as part of 
their CHC32015 Certificate: 
 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment (VCE/VET Business) 

3 coursework tasks 66% 

VCE Examination (1.5 hours) 34% 
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Where might this course lead? 

The Certificate II in Community Services is a pathway to a variety of TAFE courses including: 

• Certificate IV in Child, Youth and Family Intervention (CHC40313) 

• Certificate IV in Community Services (CHC42015) 

• Certificate IV in Disability (CHC43115) 
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Languages 
Italian 
Skills gained from VCE language will provide you with a competitive edge in the job market.  
In this course students will cover a variety of topics with the intention of encouraging 
students to communicate in both written and spoken Italian. All 4 units of this course have 
been designed in sequential order. Each unit of work will provide students with the 
opportunity to continue and develop their reading, writing, listening, and speaking language 
skills. 
 
Units of competency studied in each VCE unit include: 

Unit 1 
Il mio mondo – My world 

Unit 2 
Il mondo che cambia – The changing world 

• Consolidate and develop skills and 
knowledge to establish and 
maintain an informal personal 
conversation in Italian. 

• Interpret information from texts in 
Italian, 

• Present information, concepts and 
ideas in writing in Italian.   

• Respond in writing in Italian to 
spoken, written or visual texts 
presented in Italian,  

• Analyse and use information from 
written, spoken and visual texts to 
produce an extended written 
response in Italian.  

• Explain information, ideas and 
concepts in Italian about an aspect 
of Italian culture.  
 

Unit 3 
Questioni globali – Global issues 

Unit 4 
Il passato e il futuro – Past and future 

• Participate in a conversation in 
Italian to resolve an issue.  

• Interpret information from texts 
and write responses in Italian.  

• Express ideas in a personal, 
informative or imaginative piece of 
writing in Italian,  
 

• Share information, ideas and 
opinions in a conversation in Italian.  

• Analyse information from written, 
spoken and viewed texts for use in a 
written response in Italian. 

• Present information, concepts and 
ideas in evaluation or persuasive 
writing on an issue in Italian.  
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Units 3 & 4 Assessments   

Unit 3 

Option 1 A three-to-four-minute role play, focusing on negotiating a 

solution to a personal issue. 
20% 

Option 2 Responses to specific questions or instructions using 

information extracted from written, spoken and viewed texts 

on the selected subtopic. 

15% 

Option 3 An approximately 250-word personal, informative or 

imaginative piece of writing.  
15% 

Unit 4 

Option 1 A three-to-four-minute interview providing information and 

responding to questions about a cultural product or practice 
20% 

Option 2 An approximately 250-word written response for a specific 

audience and purpose, incorporating information from three 

or more texts. 

15% 

Option 3 An approximately 300=word evaluative or persuasive piece of 

writing.  

15% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Teaching, Foreign Affairs, Interpreter, Border Security, Banking, International Diplomat, 
Tourism Guide, Museum Guide. 
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Science 
Biology 
The study of Biology explores the diversity of life as it has evolved and changed over time 
and considers how living organisms function and interact. It explores the processes of life, 
from the molecular world of the cell to that of the whole organism and examines how life 
forms maintain and ensure their continuity. 
 

Unit 1 
How do organisms regulate their functions? 

Unit 2 
How does inheritance impact on diversity? 

• Cellular structure, function and cycle. 

• How plant and animal systems 
function and regulate. 

• Scientific investigation. 
 

• Inheritance explained. 

• How inherited adaptations impact 
diversity. 

• Bioethical issues. 

Unit 3 
How do cells maintain life? 

Unit 4 
How does life change and respond to 

challenges? 

• The role of nucleic acids and proteins 
have in maintaining life. 

• Photosynthesis and cellular 
respiration. 
 

• How organisms respond to pathogens 

• Biological evolution. 

• investigate cellular processes and/or 
biological change. 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 20% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 30% 

VCE Examination (end of year) 50% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Agricultural Scientist, Anatomist, Biotechnologist, Ecologist, Environmental Planner, 
Geneticist, Immunologist, Marine Biologist, Natural therapist, Pharmacist, Viticulturist, 
Forensic Pathologist, Biologist, Pathologist, Microbiologist, Zoologist, Teacher.  
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Psychology 
As a science, Psychology aims to describe, explain and predict thoughts, feelings and 
behaviour. Through the use of research methods, you will be able to develop skills in 
analytical and critical thinking. 
 

Unit 1 
How are behaviour and mental processes 

shaped? 

Unit 2 
How do external factors influence 
behaviours and mental processes? 

• The complexity of psychological 
development. 

• Role of the brain in mental processes 
and behaviour. 

• Brain plasticity and brain injury 

• Conduct and validate of psychological 
research. 

• Factors that influence individual and 
group behaviour.  

• What influences a person’s perception of 
the world. 

• Scientific investigations develop 
understanding of influences on 
perception and behaviour. 

Unit 3 
How does experience affect behaviour and 

mental processes? 

Unit 4 
How is wellbeing developed and 

maintained? 

• How the nervous system enables 
psychological functioning.  

• How people learn and remember. 

• How levels of consciousness including 
sleep effect mental processes and 
behaviour. 

• Mental health and wellbeing.   
 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework   20% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework   30% 

VCE Examination (end of year) 50% 

 

Where might this course lead? 

Research, Education, Management, Human Resources, Health, Government. 
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Chemistry 

The study of VCE Chemistry involves investigating and analysing the composition and 
behaviour of matter, and the chemical processes involved in producing useful materials for 
society in ways that minimise adverse effects on human health and the environment. 
Chemistry underpins the generation of energy for use in homes and industry, the 
maintenance of clean air and water, the production of food, medicines and new materials, 
and the treatment of wastes.  

 

 Unit 1 
How can the diversity of materials be 

explained? 

Unit 2 
How do chemical reactions shape the 

natural world? 

• How do the chemical structures 
of materials explain their 
properties and reactions? 

• How are materials quantified 
and classified? 

• How can chemical principles be 
applied to create a more 
sustainable future? 

• How do chemicals interact with 
water? 

• How are chemicals measured 
and analysed? 

• How do quantitative scientific 
investigations develop our 
understanding of chemical 
reactions?  

 

 Unit 3 
How can chemical processes be 
designed to optimise efficiency? 

Unit 4 
How are organic compounds 

categorised, analysed and used? 

• What are the options for energy 
production? 

• How can the yield of a chemical 
product be optimised? 

• How can the diversity of carbon 
compounds be explained and 
categorised?  

• What is the chemistry of food? 

• Practical investigation. 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 16% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 24% 

VCE Examination (end of year) 60% 

 

Where might this course lead? 
Agricultural Scientist, Analytical Chemist, Biochemist, Pharmaceutical Scientist, Research 
Scientist, Food Scientist, Forensic Scientist, Toxicologist.  
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Physics 
Physics is a study of the world around you. Key areas include the study of motion, and the 
laws which govern all moving objects, whether it be a car, a plane or a high-speed electron. 
Physics also explores the interrelationship between electricity and magnetism, and we 
investigate modern concepts such as Einstein’s Special Theory of Relativity, and the 
Australian Synchrotron in Melbourne. 
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Unit 1 
How is energy useful to society? 

Unit 2 
What do experiments reveal about the 

physical world? 

• Thermal energy and 
electromagnetic radiation. 

• Nuclear energy. 

• Electricity. 
 

• Energy, forces and motion. 

• Scientific investigation. 
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Unit 1 
How is energy useful to society? 

Unit 2 
What do experiments reveal about the 

physical world? 

• Thermal energy and 
electromagnetic radiation. 

• Nuclear energy. 

• Electricity. 
 

• Energy, forces and motion.  

• Scientific investigation.  

 

Unit 3 
How do fields explain motion and 

electricity? 

Unit 4 
How can two contradictory models 

explain both light and matter? 

• Uses of gravitational, electric 

and magnetic fields. 

• How electricity is produced and 

delivered to homes. 

• Newton’s laws of motion and 
Einstein’s theory of special.   
 

• Mechanical waves and light as a 

wave. 

• Light and matter.     

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework  21% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework  19% 

VCE Examination (end of year) 60% 

 
Where might this course lead? 
Acoustics, astrophysics and cosmology, atmospheric physics, computational physics, 
communications, education, engineering, geophysics, instrumentation, lasers and 
photonics, medical diagnosis and treatment, nuclear science, optics, pyrotechnics and 
radiography.  
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Visual Arts 
Media Studies 
Media is ever-present in today’s world. Working on a personal, local, national and global 
level, media is deeply embedded within life and culture. Through stories media entertains, 
teaches, informs, and shapes audiences’ perception of their lives and the worlds in which 
we live. Developments in technologies have transformed media at a rapid pace challenging 
audiences that are no longer constrained by physical, social and political boundaries. 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

• Media forms, representations and 
Australian stories. 
 

• Narrative across media forms.   

Unit 3 Unit 4 

• Media narratives. 

• Pre-production.    

• Media production. 

• Issues in the media.     
 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) – Narrative and Ideology 10% 

Unit 3-4 Folio & Production 40% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) – Agency and Control 10% 

VCE Examination (end of year) 40% 

 

Where might this course lead? 
Graphic Design, TV & Film, Education, Social Media, Photography, Lighting, Commercial 
Production, Merchandising, Marketing, Illustrator/Animation, Sound Design. 
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Visual Communication Design 
Designers create and communicate through visual means to influence everyday life for 
individuals, communities and societies. Visual communication design relies on drawing as 
the primary component of visual language to support the conception and visualisation of 
ideas. The design process provides students structure to organise design thinking and is 
shaped by considerations of aesthetics and functionality, as well as social, cultural, 
environmental and economic factors. 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

• Introduction to visual communication 
design.  
 

• Applications of visual communication 
with design fields.  

Unit 3 Unit 4 

• Visual communication design 
practices.  

• Visual communication design 
development, evaluation and 
presentation.    
   

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 1 – Analysis & Practice in 

Context 

18% 

Unit 3 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 2 – Design Industry 

Practice 

7% 

Unit 3-4 Folio and Final Presentations 40% 

VCE Examination (end of year) 35% 

 

Where might this course lead? 
Graphic Design, Engineering, Education, Interior Design, Architectural Design, Commercial 
Production, Merchandising, Marketing, Illustrator, Environmental Design.  
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VCE Art Creative Practice 
Art is an integral part of life and contributes to a progressive, and critically visual society. 
Artworks and visual language are a potent and dynamic means to communicate personal 
experiences. Art is founded on models of art practice, inquiry, creation, refinement, and 
analysis. In the study of VCE Art Creative Practice, research and investigation inform art 
making, as well as enhancing the creative lens of the student. Through the study of 
artworks, the practices of artists and their role in society, students develop their individual 
art practice, and communicate ideas and meaning using a range of materials, techniques, 
and processes. Students develop their skills in critical and creative thinking, innovation, 
problem-solving and risk-taking. By combining a focused study of artworks, art practice and 
practical art making, students recognise the interplay between research, art practice and 
the analysis and interpretation of art works. This study provides students with an informed 
context to support an awareness of art as a tool for cultural, social, and personal 
communication, and the stimulus and inspiration to develop their own artistic skills, and 
ensure they become innovative and progressive artists.  
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

• Studio inspiration and techniques.   • Studio exploration and concepts. 

Unit 3 Unit 4 

• Studio practices and processes.  • Studio practice and art industry 
contexts.  
 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3  

 

School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 1 – Artists and Studio 

Practices 

5% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 2 – Art Industry Context 5% 

Unit 3-4 Folio and Artworks 60% 

VCE Examination (end of year) 30% 

 

Where might this course lead? 

Artist, Graphic Design, Education, Illustrator, Curator/Conservator, Gallery Assistant, 
Merchandising, Conceptual Artist, Animation, Print Making.  
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Performing Arts 
VCE Music - Units 1 & 2 
Music focuses on building performance and musicianship skills. Students present 
performances of selected group and solo music works using one or more instruments.  They 
study the work of other performers and explore strategies to optimise their own approach 
to performance. They identify technical, expressive and stylistic challenges relevant to works 
they are preparing for performance and practise technical work to address these challenges. 
Students study aural, theory and analysis concepts to develop their musicianship skills and 
apply this knowledge when preparing and presenting performances. 
 

• Area of Study 1: Performing 

• Area of Study 2: Creating 

• Area of Study 3: Analysing and Responding 
 
 

VCE Music Contemporary Performance – Units 3 & 4 
Music Performance prepares students to present convincing performances of group or solo 
works in a contemporary style. In this unit students select a program of group or solo works 
representing a range of styles and diversity of character for performance. They develop 
instrumental techniques that enable them to interpret the works and expressively shape 
their performances and prepare for performance. They also develop an understanding of 
performance conventions they can use to enhance their performances.  Students develop 
skills in aural perception and comprehension, transcription, music theory and analysis. 
 

• Area of Study 1: Performing 

• Area of Study 2: Analysing for Performance 

• Area of Study 3: Responding 
 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3-4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 30% 

VCE Examination (End of Year Performance Exam) 50% 

VCE Examination (End of Year Written Exam) 20% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Musician, Arranger, Composer, Music Teacher, Music Therapy. 
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VCE Music Repertoire Performance – Units 3 & 4 
Music Repertoire Performance is designed for students whose musical interests are 
grounded in the recreation and interpretation of notated musical works, and who wish to 
gain and share knowledge of musical styles and performance practices. Aural and 
theoretical musicianship skills are developed across all areas of study. Students may present 
on any instrument for which there is an established repertoire of notated works. Students 
develop instrumental techniques that enable them to interpret the works and expressively 
shape their performances and prepare for performance. They also develop an 
understanding of performance conventions they can use to enhance their performances.  
Students develop skills in aural perception and comprehension, transcription, music theory 
and analysis 
 

• Area of Study 1: Performing 

• Area of Study 2: Analysing for Performance 

• Area of Study 3: Responding 
 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3-4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 30% 

VCE Examination (End of Year Performance Exam) 50% 

VCE Examination (End of Year Written Exam) 20% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Musician, Arranger, Composer, Music Teacher, Music Therapy. 
 
 

VCV/VET Music Industry – Certificate III in Music Industry (Sound 
Production Focus) – Units 1 & 2 
 

Certificate III in Music (sound production focus) provides students with the foundation 
knowledge and skills required for entry into the music industry.  
 
Core units of competency in the program include: 

• Implement Copyright Arrangements 

• Plan a Career in the Creative Arts Industry  

• Working Effectively in the Music Industry 
 
The elective units in the program allow students to specialise in the area of Sound 

Production:  

• Develop Basic Audio Skills and Knowledge 

• Operate Basic Lighting 

• Create Simple Musical Pieces using Music Technology 
 
Where might this course lead? 

Studio Engineer, Live Sound Engineer, TV & Film Industry, Producing, Roadcrew.  
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VCE/VET Music Industry – Certificate III in Music Industry (Sound 
Production Focus) – Units 3 & 4 
 

The aim of Certificate III in Music (sound production) is to provide students with the 
opportunity to experience a specialist training in Sound Production – studio recording and 
live production. Certificate III comprises a minimum of 11 units of competency over the two 
years: 8 compulsory units at Unit 3/4. Scored assessment is available for the Sound 
Production specialisation. To gain a study score a student must: be competent in the 
prescribed training; complete all scored in class VCE VET assessments (66%); and complete 
an end of year exam (34%). The course is nationally accredited through College of Sound 
and Audio Production. 
 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

School Assessed Coursework (SAC) 1 – Sound Reinforcement Set Up & Operation (Work 
Performance) 

School Assessed Coursework (SAC) 2 – Edit and Mix a Multitrack Recording (Portfolio) 

School Assessed Coursework (SAC) 3 – Studio and Live Recordings (Product) 

VCE Examination: End of Year Written and Listening Exam (External) 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Studio Engineer, Live Sound Engineer, TV & Film Industry, Producing, Roadcrew.  
 
 

VCE/VET Music Industry – Certificate III in Music Industry 
(Performance Focus) – Units 1 & 2 
 

Certificate III in Music (performance focus) provides students with the foundation 
knowledge and skills required for entry into the music industry.  
 
Core units of competency in the program include: 

• Implement Copyright Arrangements 

• Plan a Career in the Creative Arts Industry  

• Working Effectively in the Music Industry 
 
The elective units in the program allow students to specialise in the area of Performance:  

• Perform Simple Repertoire in Ensembles 

• Make Music Demos  

• Create Simple Musical Pieces using Music Technology 
 
Where might this course lead? 

Musician, Arranger, Composer, Music Teacher, Music Therapy. 
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VCE/VET Music Industry – Certificate III in Music Industry 
(Performance Focus) – Units 3 & 4 
 

The aim of Certificate III in Music (performance) is to provide students with the opportunity 
to experience a specialist training in Performance – solo or group performance focus in the 
Music Industry. Certificate III comprises a minimum of 11 units of competency over the two 
years: 8 compulsory units at Unit 3/4. Scored assessment is available for the Performance 
specialisation with an external performance exam at the end of the year. To gain a study 
score a student must: be competent in the prescribed training; complete all scored in class 
VCE VET SAC assessments (50%); and complete an end of year performance exam (50%). 
The course is nationally accredited through College of Sound and Audio Production. 
 
Note: This course is suitable for students with no music theory background and want to gain 
valuable music industry performing experience. 
 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 1 – Performance, Preparation & Improvisation 

(Portfolio) 

School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 2 – Performance (group or solo) & Industry Statement 

(work performance) 

School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 3 – Stagecraft & Performance (work performance) 

VCE Examination: End of Year Performance Exam (external) 

 

Where might this course lead? 

Musician, Arranger, Composer, Music Teacher, Music Therapy. 
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Drama 
VCE Drama focuses on the creation and performance of characters and stories that 
communicate ideas, meaning and messages. Students use creative processes, a range of 
stimulus material and play-making techniques to develop and present devised work. Students 
learn about and draw on a range of performance styles relevant to practices of ritual and 
storytelling, contemporary drama practice and the work of significant drama practitioners. 
Students explore characteristics of selected performance and apply and manipulate 
conventions, dramatic elements and production areas. They use performance skills and 
expressive skills to explore and develop role and character. The performances they create will 
go beyond the reality of life as it is lived and may pass comment on or respond to aspects of 
the real world. These performances can occur in any space. Students also analyze the 
development of their own work and performances by other drama practitioners. 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

• Introducing performance styles.   • Australian Identity.  

Unit 3 Unit 4 

• Devised ensemble performance.   • Devised solo performance.   
 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 30% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 10% 

VCE Examination (Performance Exam) 35% 

VCE Examination (Written Exam) 25% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Performing Arts Courses, Acting, Directing, Theatre technologies and Stagecraft courses 
(lighting, set, make-up, costume), Teaching.  
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Technology 
Product Design & Technology (Wood or Textiles) 
Product design is a response to changing needs and to improve quality of life by designing 
creative, innovative and sustainable products. Product design is enhanced through 
knowledge of social, technological, economic, historical, ethical, legal, environmental and 
cultural factors. These factors influence the aesthetics, form and function of products. 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

• Sustainable product redevelopment.    • Collaborative Design.  

Unit 3 Unit 4 

• Applying the product design process.  • Product development and evaluation  

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 12% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 8% 

School Assessed Task (SAT) 50% 

VCE Examination (Written Exam) 30% 

 

Where might this course lead? 

Architect, Automotive Tradesperson, Building contractor, Building inspector, Cabinet Maker, 
Carpenter, Craftsperson, Furniture Designer, Interior Designer, Jewellery Designer, Model 
Maker, Product Designer, Fashion Designer, Set Designer.  
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Food Studies 
VCE Food Studies takes an interdisciplinary approach to food, with an emphasis on 
extending food knowledge and skills. It provides a framework for informed and confident 
food selection and food preparation within today’s complex influences and choices. 
Students explore food from a wide range of perspectives. They study past and present 
patterns of eating, Australian and global food production systems, and the many physical 
and social functions and roles of food. 
 
Practical activities are integral to Food Studies and include comparative food testing, 
cooking, creating and responding to design briefs, demonstrations, dietary and nutritional 
analysis, sensory and product analysis, and scientific experiments. 
 

Unit 1 
Food origins 

Unit 2 
Food makers 

• Food around the World. 

• Food in Australia.     

• Australia’s food systems. 

• Food in the Home.   

 

Where might this course lead? 

Dietitian, Nutrition Advisor, Food Technologist, Environmental Health Officer, Food Scientist, 
Food Stylist, Food Writer, Health Educator, Home Economist, Nutritionist, Teacher.  
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Systems Engineering 
The study provides opportunities for students to learn about and engage with systems from 
a practical and purposeful perspective. Systems engineering integrates aspects of designing, 
planning, producing, testing and evaluating in a project management process. 
 

Unit 1 Unit 2 

• Mechanical Systems.   • Electro technological systems.  

Unit 3 Unit 4 

• Integrated and controlled system.    • Systems control.   
 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 10% 

Unit 4  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 10% 

Unit 3 - 4 School-Assessed Task (SAT) 50% 

VCE Examination (end of year) 30% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Engineering, manufacturing and design.  
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Health/Physical Education 
Physical Education 
Physical Education explores the complex interrelationships between anatomical, 
biomechanical, physiological and skill acquisition principles to understand their role in 
producing and refining movement, and examines behavioural, psychological, environmental 
and sociocultural influences on performance and participation in physical activity.  
 

Unit 1 
The human body in motion 

Unit 2 
Physical activity, sport and society 

• How does the musculoskeletal system 
work to produce movement?  

• How does the cardiorespiratory 
system function at rest and during 
physical activity? 

• What are the relationships between 
physical activity, sport, health and 
society? 

• What are the contemporary issues 
associated with physical activity and 
sport? 
 

Unit 3 
Movement skills and energy for physical 

activity 

Unit 4 
Training to improve performance 

• How are movement skills improved? 

• How does the body produce energy?    

• What are the foundations of an 
effective training program? 

• How is training implemented 
effectively to improve fitness?   
 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

VCE Examination (end of year) 50% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Health Sciences, Exercise Science, Education – Primary and / or Secondary PE teacher, 
Physiotherapist, Doctor, Fitness Instructor, Sports Coach, Chiropractor, Ambulance Officer, 
Police Officer, Youth worker. 
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Health and Human Development 
Health and Human Development helps students learn how important health and wellbeing 
is to themselves and to families, communities, nations and global society. Students explore 
the complex factors that support and improve health and wellbeing and those that put it at 
risk. The study provides opportunities for students to view health and wellbeing through a 
lens of social equity and justice.  
 

Unit 1 
Understanding health and wellbeing 

Unit 2 
Managing health and development 

• Health perspectives and influences.  

• Health and nutrition. 

• Young health and wellbeing. 
 

• Development transitions.  

• Health care in Australia.  

Unit 3 
Australia’s health in a globalised world 

Unit 4 
Health and human development in a global 

context 

• Understanding health and wellbeing.  

• Promoting health and wellbeing.     

• Health and wellbeing in a global 
context. 

• Health and sustainable development 
goals.    
 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

VCE Examination (end of year) 50% 

 
Where might this course lead? 

Age carer, Ambulance Officer, Child Care Worker, Chiropractor, Dental Assistant, Dietitian, 
General Medical Practitioner, Medical Imaging Professional, Medical Receptionist, 
Naturopath, Nutritionist, Occupational Therapist, Paramedic, Physiotherapist, Podiatrist, 
Registered Nurse, Speech Pathologist, Youth Worker.  
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Outdoor Education 
Outdoor Education is concerned with the ways humans interact with and relate to outdoor 
environments. ‘Outdoor environments’ covers environments that have minimum influence 
from humans, as well as those environments that have been subject to different levels of 
human intervention. The study enables students to make critically informed comment on 
questions of environmental sustainability and to understand the importance of 
environmental health, particularly in local contexts.   
 

Unit 1 
Exploring outdoor experiences 

Unit 2 
Discovering outdoor environments 

• Motivations for outdoor experiences. 

• Influences on outdoor experiences. 

• Investigating outdoor environments. 

• Impacts on outdoor environments. 
 

Unit 3 
Australia’s health in a globalised world 

Unit 4 
Health and human development in a global 

context 

• Historical relationships with outdoor 
environments. 

• Relationships with Australian 
environments since 1990.   
 

• Healthy outdoor environments. 

• Sustainable outdoor environments.   

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment  

Unit 3  School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

Unit 4 School-Assessed Coursework (SAC) 25% 

VCE Examination (end of year) 50% 

 

Where might this course lead? 

Surveying, Park Ranger, Hydrographer, Environmental Science, Marine Biology, Recreation 
Officer, Adventure Guide, Urban Planning, Outdoor Education Teacher. 
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VCE/VET Sport and Recreation 
These qualifications provide students with the skills and knowledge that will enhance their 
employment prospects in the sport and recreation industries.  
 
In Units 1 and 2 students can choose from a range of electives including teaching the 
fundamental skills of athletics, basketball, gymnastics or squash, maintaining sport and 
recreation industry knowledge, developing knowledge of coaching or officiating. 
 
Units 3 and 4 offers scored assessment and includes core units such as plan and conduct 
programs, risk assessment, and conduct coaching with foundation level participants. 
 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment (VCE/VET Sport and Recreation) 

3 Coursework Tasks 66% 

VCE Examination (1.5 hours) 34% 

 
Employment opportunities reflect roles such as recreation officer, activity operation officer, 
sport and recreation attendant, community activities officer or leisure services officer. 
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Victorian Certificate of Education 
Vocational Major (studies) 
Literacy 
The literacy component at Unit 1/2 level will be covered by VCE English. Students can 
choose to continue with VCE English at unit 3/4 (see VCE English for details) or change to 
Intermediate or Senior VCAL Literacy for 2023 only.  
 
Intermediate or Senior VCAL Literacy 
VCAL Literacy Skills Units are designed to develop literacy skills and knowledge that allow 
effective participation in the four main social contexts in which we function in Australian 
society: 

• Family and social life 

• Workplace and institutional settings 

• Education and training contexts 

• Community and civic life 

• Literacy (reading, writing, speaking and listening) occurs in all these contexts and 
different domains or areas of literacy practice correspond with these social contexts.  

• The 2 units are taken at Intermediate or Senior Level.  
 
Reading and Writing Units 
For people to be able to participate effectively in the four social contexts they need to have 
competence in the four reading and writing domains: Literacy for self-expression; Literacy 
for practical purposes; Literacy for knowledge; and Literacy for public debate. Neither the 
social contexts nor the domains are autonomous; they overlap, and each social context and 
domain contains traces of the other domains.  
 
Oral Communication Units 
The Oral Communication Units are designed to provide participants with knowledge, 
understanding and skills in spoken communication for different social purposes. The Oral 
Communications Units reflect the theory that language use varies depending upon the social 
context and purpose of the interaction and uses this as its main organising principle. In the 
Oral Communication Units, the domains provide a framework by which learners can become 
aware of genres, social contexts and areas of social practices in which they operate.  
 

Numeracy 
The Numeracy component will be covered under VCE Mathematics. See VCE Mathematics 
for details. 
 

Personal Development Skills 
The Personal Development Skills Unit 1/2 level will be covered by VCE VM. Students can 
choose to continue into year 12 and study VCAL Intermediate or Senior VCAL PDS for 2023 
only.  
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The VCE VM Personal Development Skills Unit 1 and 2 study focus on helping students 
develop personal identity and individual pathways to optimal health and wellbeing. It begins 
with concepts of personal identity and the range of factors that contribute to an individual’s 
perception of self.  
 
Students will investigate health in their community and play an active, participatory role in 
designing and implementing activities to improve community health and wellbeing.  
 
Students will examine community participation and how people work together effectively to 
achieve shared goals. They will investigate different types of communities at a local, 
national, and global level.  
 
Students will look at active citizenship and they will investigate the barriers and enablers to 
problem solving within the community.  
 
Students understand different perspectives on issues affecting their community, they will 
also plan, implement and evaluate an active response to community need.  
 
The study examines interpersonal skills and social awareness in different settings and 
contexts.  
 
Intermediate or Senior VCAL Personal Development Skills (Year 12) 2023 only. 
The purpose to develop knowledge, skills and attributes that lead towards: 

• Self development 

• Community engagement 
 

The PDS units have been developed to recognise learning, not recognised within other 
qualifications, that is valued within the community. The units enable students to develop a 
focus is on self and a focus is on community 
 

Work Related Skills 
The Work Related Skills Unit 1/2 level will be covered by VCE VM. Students can choose to 
continue into year 12 and study VCAL Intermediate or Senior VCAL WRS for 2023 only.  
 
VCE VM Work Related Skills allows students to understand and apply concepts and 
terminology related to the workplace and further studies to understand the complex and 
rapidly changing world of work and workplace environments.  
 
It helps students understand and develop their skills, knowledge, capabilities and attributes 
as they relate to further education and employment, to develop effective communication 
skills to enable self-reflection and self-promotion and to practically apply their skills and 
knowledge.  
 
This subject requires students to think about and investigate potential employment 
pathways, to develop a career action plan, to seek appropriate advice and feedback on 
planned career and further study options.  
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Students are required to consider the distinction between essential employability skills, 
specialist, and technical work skills; to understand transferable skills and identify their 
personal skill and capabilities and promote them through development of a cover letter and 
resume and through mock interviews.    
 
Intermediate or Senior VCAL Work Related Skills (Year 12) 2023 only. 
 
The purpose of the Work-Related Skills (WRS) is to develop employability skills with a focus 
on transferable skills and occupational health and safety. With the aim of obtaining some 
accredited Further Education modules or certificates. 
 

 Year 11 Year 12 VCE VM or VCE 

Literacy VCE Foundation English 1/2 Literacy Intermediate / Senior 
(2023 only) 

Literacy VM 3/4 

VCE English 1/2 VCE English 3/4 

Numeracy VCE Foundation 
Mathematics 1/2 

VCE Foundation Mathematics 3/4 

VCE General Mathematics 
1/2 

VCE General Mathematics 3/4 
VCE Foundation Mathematics 3/4 

VCE Mathematics Methods 
1/2 

VCE Mathematics Methods 3/4 
VCE General Mathematics 3/4 

VCE Foundation Mathematics 3/4 

VCE Specialist Mathematics 
1/2 

VCE Specialist Mathematics 3/4 

Work Related Skills VCE VM Work Related 
Skills 

Work Related Skills Intermediate / 
Senior VCAL (2023 only) 

VCE VM Work Related Skills 

Personal 
Development Skills 

VCE VM Personal 
Development Skills 

Personal Development Skills 
Intermediate/ Senior VCAL (2023 

only) 
VCE VM Personal Development 

Skills 

VET/SBAT VET Certificate 1/2 VET Certificate 3/4 
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Program Examples 
Sample VCE Program 

Year 11 VCE Year 12 VCE 

English Units 1/2 English Units 3/4 

Biology Units 1/2 Biology Units 3/4 

General Mathematics Units 1/2 General Mathematics Units 3/4 

Chemistry Units 1/2 Chemistry Units 3/4 

Physical Education Units 1/2 Physical Education Units 3/4 

Ancient History Units 3/4* Private Study 

 

*This student completed Unit 1/2 of Ancient History by accelerating in Year 10.  

 

Sample VCE/VET Program 

Year 11 VCE Year 12 VCE 

English Units 1/2 English Units 3/4 

Biology Units 1/2 Biology Units 3/4 

Mathematical Methods Units 1/2 Mathematical Methods Units 3/4 

Chemistry Unit 1/2 Chemistry Units 3/4 

VCE/VET Sports & Rec 3/4 Physical Education Units 3/4 

Private study to catch up on classes 
missed on Wednesday 

Private Study 

 

*Many students apply to accelerate into a VET course in Year 10, so it is completed prior to 

Year 12.    
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Sample VCE VM Program 

Year 11 VCE VM Year 12 VCE VM 

Foundation English Units 1/2 Literacy Units 3/4 

Foundation Maths Units 1/2 Foundation Maths Units 3/4 

PDS Units 1/2 PDS Units 3/4 

WRS Units 1/2 WRS Units 3/4 

VET 1st Year VET 2nd Year 

Any VCE Subject 1/2 Work Placement/SBAT 

 

Sample VCE VM Program 

Year 11 VCE VM Year 12 VCE VM 

VCE English Units 1/2 VCE English Units 3/4 

VCE General Maths Units 1/2 VCE General Maths Units 3/4 

PDS Units 1/2 PDS Units 3/4 

WRS Units 1/2 
VCE Product Design & Technology 

(Wood) Units 3/4 

Any VCE 1/2 Any VCE 3/4 

VET 2nd year (first year completed in 
Year 10) 

Work Placement/SBAT/Private 
Study 
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External VET for Secondary 
School Offers 2023 
The following Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs are available to students 
via external Registered Training Organisations (RTO’s) - GOTAFE and require students to 
attend another training facility:  

• Automotive Studies (Pre-Vocation) (VCE VET)  
• Make up  
• Building & Construction (Carpentry) (Pre-Apprenticeship) (VCE VET) (partial 

completion)  
• Salon Assistant (Hairdressing)  
• Health Services Assistance & Certificate III in Allied Health Assistance (Combined) 

(VCE VET)  
• Electrical  
• Engineering  
• Landscaping  
• Plumbing  
• Outdoor Recreation  

SBAT  
• Agriculture (through AgSchools – Wodonga TAFE)  

(Please note: these programs may not be ‘VCE / VET’s’ and therefore attract no / or only a 
partial ATAR score.)  

Further details of these courses will be available from the training organisations handbooks. 
All courses must be applied for through Wangaratta High School and interview process will 
take place to ensure suitability.  

Numbers will determine if a course will run.  
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