
 

 PRIMARY TEACHER 

Can you shortly describe a typical day on the job? 

Yes, teachers are early risers. You arrive at school before most of your students are awake. 
Then the planning of your day starts if you are lucky and you don’t have any staff meetings. We 
have to make copies of all the work we’ll be doing that day, plus we have to update our boards to 
reflect today’s standards, decide on the Learning Criteria, assignments, and other information 
required for the day’s lessons. The bell rings and students enter your classroom—time for 
morning announcements and administration. 

Why did you choose teaching as your career? What or who inspired you to do so? 

 To help children learn more effectively. 
 To ensure children have positive mentors. 
 To improve children’s lives. 
 To help future generations solve the problems of today. 
 To help future generations become good citizens. 
 To inspire future generations. 

What would you say are key personality aspects or skills that make for a good teacher? 

1. Communication 

A considerable part of teaching is communicating information. It might be 

verbal, written, or via any other route from practical demonstrations to 

artistic interpretation – whatever gets your point across. 

 

2. Patience 

People learn at all different rates. If you have to explain something seven 

times in seven different ways before it sticks, that’s just part of the job. And 

when faced with challenging behaviour, you need to stay calm and patient 

and not lose your temper. 

 

3. Creativity 

People learn best when they’re doing something fun and exciting. It’s up to 

you to be creative in your approach. 



 

4. Enthusiasm 

Your enthusiasm is infectious. If you love your subject and your job, you’ll 

be able to engage the children you teach. 

 

5. Confidence 

Confidence helps you when you’re standing up and directing a class. A lot 

of education sector jobs involve public speaking.  

 

6. Dedication 

There’s no denying that teaching can be tough at times. If you’re dedicated 

to helping your students succeed, you’ll be able to keep up your energy 

levels and avoid getting discouraged. 

 

7. Conflict resolution 

Children are more sensitive and resolving problems daily can be a big part 

of the job. If you can defuse tense situations before they explode, you can 

handle it when students get upset with each other or test your authority.  

 

8. Organisation 

If you’re a school teacher, organisation skills will help you to fit marking 

and lesson planning around your school hours, and file and reuse the 

resources you develop. 

What have you learned about yourself through the work that you do? 

1. My role as a teacher is forever evolving and changing. We live in a world 

that is not static, and good teachers revolve around learning and expanding 

their skill set to meet the challenges of future generations placed in our 

care. And really, it just takes time and an open mind.  

What advice would you give to young people considering pursuing a career in this 

industry? 

Great teachers have this intuitive knowledge about what works and what doesn’t, all based upon 
their deep experience and trial-and-error. The only way to learn to teach is to do it.  

 

 


